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CHARLES SHEPHERD, WEWPORT,VT., OCT 11, 1894,

INTERVIEWED BY RICHARD RATHRUMN,

Q- How long have you been on Lake Memphrem-

agog?

A. Since I was born; I belong on the Canada

side.
Q. Have you ever done any fishing?

A. I have, but not for market. John Holt-
ham and Mr. Babinow are both o0ld fishermen at
the Mountain House; and a Mr. Young, who comes
here here from down the country, get#more fiéh

than any one else on the lake.
Q. Is he a market fisherman?
A. Tes, sir,

Qe In what part of the lake at the Canadian
side is commercial fishing carried on--market

fishing?

A. Between the Mountain House, and fHoundBewk :

to Lords Island.
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A.

My - S
Do they do much south of -Reuad—Dow?‘jg""‘”’l‘“
No, sir.
Do they do much north of Lords Island?
Yes, sir, they troll considerably there.
How do they fish for the market generally?
With the troll.
Don't they use any nets?
No, sir.
Noé at any time?
No, sir.
Haven't they allowed any net fishing?

Not without a lease. There was a time

when you could lease a ground by paying $5.00

for it. There is a spawning bed for lake

trout and lunge. @,I thought that there were

quite a number of gill nets licensed?

A,

No, sir; they will not license you to use

a seine; T paid $5.00 for a license to fish for

fresh water herring.
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Q. How is it on the American side of the lake?
A, They draw seines here.
Y
Q. What does the lawv say ke may seine for?

A. You may seine for fish for yourself.

Q. VWhy did they make them give up net fishing

in Canada?

A. I don't know. Net fishing is not allowed
on this lake. About two weeks ago they took

a man's nets away from him.

Q- I understand that net fishing was stopped

On the Vermont side of the lake?
A. I don't know as to that.
Q. Do you know where Mr. Henry's cottage is?

A, It is on the bay‘just south of the Canada

line . gtsei. @AA‘\SK J? c-:,-Nb ) .ICLL /\/( S S

Q. What are the commoner net fishes taken

here that would be eatable?

A. The lunge is the nicest fish that there is;

and there are perch, but they are generally

small, I caught one weighing 7ﬁ/h 1bs. once.
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Q. Are the so-called shad very abundant?

A, They used to be; I saw the time--December
2--on Lords Island, when they drew ten barrels

of them.

Qs Do you have black bass coming in here?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What other fishes have you?

A, The lunge, the black bass, the perch, the
shad, and they put in some of these whitefish,
but they are not plentifuls; you will find plenty

of them when ihe ice goes out.
Q. Have you any sturgeon here?
A. Yo, mir.

Q. Bull-heads?

A. There are a few of them; we get them up

around the shores.
Q. How about the Canadian pike?

A. There a € no pike, but they have yellow

pickerel.

Q: 4re they abundant?
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A, Not very, but south of Newport they are.

There used to be quite a few of those lings.

Q. Are there any eels?

\

A. There ége any amount of them.
Q. And suckers?

A. The lake is full of them--you get them in
the fall. That is about all the fish there

are in the lake.

Q. Now taking the so-called shad of the lake,
what are they most like? You say they are

not a shad.

A, pedaple here claim they are, but they are
not; they are just like a herring; they have

scales on them.,

Q. How large do they grow?

A, I have caught them weighing five pounds.
Q. What would they average in size?

A, A pound or a pound and a half; it is very
seldom you get one that weighs four or five

POunds.
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Q. When did they begin to put whitefish in

the lake?

A, I cannot say, but I think it is as much

as nine years ago.
Q. Did you ever see any of them?

A. Hot of any size, but I have heard of fish-
ermen catching them wéighing half or three-

quarters of a pound.
Q. Do they look anything like a shad?

A, No, sir; they are very small fish; they

look 1like chubs.

Q. Did you ever see the shad from Lake Cham-

plain?

A, No, sir; I never fished on the upper lake.
They catch the shad illegally here all summer.
There was a man at the docks here this summer
that was on the Canada side, and he got them

in a net.
Qe Coul#you catch shad with a hook?

A, I never saw any one fish for them with a

.hook.
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Q. They have th® shad in Lake Champlain, and
would you not think they would be the same--

they agree with your description?

A. perhaps so; they look just like a herring

in the head.
Q. How long have these shad been here?

A. I think they have been here for 75 years,;
but I have seen whitefish weighing half a

pound with not a scale on them.

Q. The whitefish and herring are very close

together?

A. Yes,‘sir. The shad has a long peaked

nose, ; blike a herring.
Q. What is the nosé& of your shad?
A. Just exactly the shape of a herring's.

Q. How is the upper side of the beak--is it

larger than the lower one?

A. Yes, sir; it falls over more than the low-
er one; they resemble a herring more than any-
thing else I have ever seen. The nose is more

round than & whitefish's.
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Q. The lunge, as you call it,-- you have only

one of those?

A, We have the silver lunge, the gray lunge,

and the copper lunge.
Q. How do they differ?

A. They differ in color. The copper lunge

is a short thick-set fish.

Q. Do you get the three different kinds in dif-

ferent depths of water?

A. No, sir{ you catch them at the surface and
at the bottom. In the summer, ofcourse, you

troll at the bottom with a heavy lead.
Q. When do you troll at the surface?

A, In the spring and fall. Now is a good
time to troll at the surfzace. You will hardly

ever catch them trolling with a light troll.

Q. When does the lunge spawn here?

§¢Q,<uhw¢wv~mw4£ax~1¥ éiﬂ

A. A?ﬁom the 15th of October to the 15th of No-
vember; it is now from the 15th of October to

the 1lst of December; you will get more fish
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now; I could get a hundred dollars now for all
I would catch from now until the 1lst of Decem-
ber. They go up the lake anywhere from the

5th to the 10th of October.

Q. Do they spawn at many placeS and come into

very shallow water?

A, Yes, sir; I have stood in the water and
you could feel them with your hands; they would

swim rgght through between your feet.
Q. Has there been any decrease in the lunge?

A. They cleim that there has been, but I
don't think there has. TVWhen I was 10 years
old I used to go out béfgfﬁzpreakfast and get

8 or 9 of them; but now Igi;oll two or three
hours each day and may be I wouldn't get a bite
in three days. Two weeks ago I went down with
an old fisherman trolling with artificial bait;
and we caught four inside of an hour; but that
was owing to the bait. These old fishermen

troll with the young trout for bait and they

catch a good deal of fish.

Q. When does the shad spawn?
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A They come on when the lunge do; you will
find them from the middle of October to the 1lst
of December. They run a little later than the

lunge.

Q. How are they in abundance?

A. They are quite as plentiful.

Q. Are they as abundant as they used to be?

A. I don't think they are; we used to get
lots of them 10 years ago; I have seen a bushel

and a half taken in a draw.
Q. You would never fish for them with a hook?
A. No, sir.

Q. When you went fishing for them what sort

of bait did you have?

A. Minnows.

Q- Are there any perch here?

A, Yes, sir; the shore is lined with them.
' Q. Are youwr perch small?

A The average is small, but you will get some
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very good ones.

Qe Do many of them weigh more than half a

pound ?

A, They will not average that, but you will

get some larger.

Q. What could the market fisherman do if he

got many of them?

A. He could sell them to these summer houses?
Q. But he couldn't send them away for market?
A. No, sir,

Qe They are not regarded as a market fish?

A. No, sir.

Q. How about the yellow pickerel?

A, They don't market them.

Q. Do the sport fishermen fish for the picker-

el?
A. No, sir.

Q. They wouldn't think they were doing any-

thing fishing for pickerel?
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A. No, sir. There was a Mr. Palmer on this
lake this summer and I heard him talking about
these pike. He claimed that those large ones
that we had were tow trout. I saw them com-
ing into the market here, and I couldn't tell
the differeﬁce between the Lake Superior trout

and what they call the tow trout.

Q. Are there any goog bass fishing grounds

about here?

A, There are some black bass grounds between
the Mountain House and Grand Island--about all

those islands.
Q. How on the American side?

A. They are quite plenty down here by Forse

eck Island.

Q. The lake is well supplied with bass for

good sport fishing?

A. Yan_ aitr.

Q. Do they ever catch suckers and mullet?
A, No, sir.

Q. And you say they don't catch bull-heads?
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A. Only for their own use.

Q. I suppose there are a good many summer Vvis-

itors here?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they want sport fishing?

A. Yes, sir; they enjoy it.

Q. Where do they go--to different places?

A, Most of them stop at the Mountain House.
Q. You say they want the black bass?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Do %hey want the lake trout and the lunge?

A. Yes, sir; the lunge is a favorite species;
they catch perch very much too--they skin them

and clean them, but they are very wormy.

Q. Would a limited amount of net fishing
hurt the sport fishing? Is it well to allow

any net fishing in this lake?

A. Ho, sir; I think it would be better to

have no net fishing. There was a man down here
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this summer and he had a thousand feet of gill-
net half across the lake. He let his net’ stay
there and he would perhaps catch 50 lunge and
sometimes more in it, and as long as he had his
net there nobody else could catch any lunge,
for they were all running in the net. Another
thing, they will put set lines in; one was put
in 1,600 feet long with over 200 hooks on and
they took it away; nobody knew whose it was.
Nothing 1iké that should be allowed. They
will put them through the ice in the winter

and then put on leaders; that should not be al-

lowed.

Q. What kinds of nets have been used in the

lake?
A, Seines.
Q. How many seines would#e in use at one time?

o There was a time when there were 75 or
100 seines in the lake; I have seen 75 oOn the

same bar; that was 15 years ago.

Q. How long since they stopped seining on

the Canada side? Did it gradually die out?
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A. It gradually died out; that is, people

didn't care about paying for the leases.
Q. Was the law enforced regarding seining?

A, The officer would come along and if he
found you seining you would talk with him and
give him a dollar and he would go away satis-

fied.

Q. Now they don't allow thet?

A, No, sir.

Q. What time did they seine then?

A. All through the close season; from the
Tirst of October to about the 10th of Decem-

ber.
Q. What would they catch?

A. Shad and lunge;,; when they were on the
spawning beds they would get shad and lunge to-

gether.

Q. Was there a close season for the shad dur-

ing November?

A. No, sir.
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Q. Was there any spring seining?
A. No, sir.
Q. Were gill nets used here extensively?

A. They used to use them 15 years ago; four

or five fishermen used to use them.
Q. When wouldé they use them?
A. In the close season.

Q. They wouldn't use them during the summer

or spring?

A, No, sir; they never thought of that busi-

ness then.

Q. What have they been using in the last three

or four years?

A They use gill nets in deep water; they
used to use the gill nets aén the spawning
grounds in the close season; but for the last
four or five years they have been used in deep

water.

R. Would they catch shad in them in the sum-

mer?
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T
Yes, sir; a man misht %%ke 200 1bs. of

shad with them.

Q,o

A,

Q.

In what depth of water?

I should think about 40 or 50 feet.

What month was this?

It was about the 2nd of October.

What other kind of fishing has been car-

ried on for market purposes?

A, Trolling.

Q. And that has been on the spawning grounds
generally?

A. No, sir; they don't do much trolling on

the spawning grounds--only in the summer, fall,

and spring. In winter they fish through the
ice.
Q. In how deep water?

A.

In différent depths; it would vary from

25 to 90 and 100 feet.

Q.

In what depth of/@niﬁng would the troll-

ing be?
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A. About the same.

Q. Is deep water trolling carried on exten-

sively?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many, would you say, are‘engaged in

it @n this lake?
A, About 1&.

Q. Would you not regard that as a legitimate

method of fishing?

A Yes, sir.

Q. Is it allowed in Canada?
A. Yes, 8ir.

Q. And I suppose it is allowed on this side/

too?
Aa NO, Sil"c

Q- You think that with trolling a hook the

fish are given a pretty good chance?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Have gset lines been used extensively?
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Q.

A.
of a

when

30

No, sir.

What is the objection to using set lines?

A set line is&good deal on the principle
gill net. There was a time on this lake

you could pull up a bushel of minnows;

I have seen lunge come in there early in the

spring and feed on them, but you cannot get

one now, because they are all eaten up by the

perch.

Q.

A.

You don't think much of the perch?

No, sir; they have destroyed the minngyg

and the black bass are destroying them.

Q.

Would the black bass be taken by deep wa2

ter trolling?

A.

Q,-

A.

Q.

A.

They use a fly mostly for the black bass.
What months do they generally fish for them?
July and August are good months with a fly.
Are‘there many visitors here now?

There were some here last week at the

Mounta in House, and some of them are there in

Junes

I think people ought to have the right
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to draw the seine in the fall. You will not
get but very few lunge. The season should be
from the first of October to the 20th of Novem-
ber, because they do most of the spawning be-

fore. They spear for them.

Q. Have they speared a good deal during those

seasons?

A. A great deal, and they have taken a lot of

fish.

Q. Do you know whether they ever took any bass

in the seines when they used them?
A. I never saw a bass taken in a seine.

Q. Did you draw a seine in the season when the

bass would be‘inshore?
A, No, sir.

Q. The seasons when the seines were used were

the time when the bass were away?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear of them taking bass in

gill nets? What is the size of your gill nets?
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A. They are from four to six inches extension.
Q. How would the lunge run in size?

A. They would average from one half pound up

to forty pounds.
Q. Do you get many weighing 16 pounds?

A. Yes, sir, I have secn several; I have seen
as many as a dozen weighing from 12 to 25 1lbs.

Q. But they don't want them so big?

A. Well I don't know®» everybody here wants
big fish; but for the market they rather prefer

the small fish.
Q. Do you see many fish on the shoals?

A, From thé 15th of October you will see more

fish on the shoa® than you will in the close

season. Ten years ago you wouldn't see a fish

on the shoals.
Q. How about the whitefish?

A You will see a few whitefish on the shoals

in the beginning of October.

Q. Do they take spawn from the shad?

E
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A. No, sir.
Q. But they do from the lunge?

A. Yes, sir. Many of those fish that we
get are all frotten around the tail S morti-
fied. They catch them in the close season,

strip them, and let them go.

Qe Do they plant the fry of the lunge in the

lake?
A. Yes, sir.
Qe How deep is the lake?

A. 600 feet is the deepest, and that is on
the left hand side going down- "beyond the Moun-

tain House about a mile and a quarter.
Q. How do the depths run generally?

A, From here to the line they will net av-
erage from 8 to 60 feet; running out south
from the Mountain House across xkeE to Province
Island it will not average over 20 feet; then/
going the other way, the further down you get

: _ liwo
the deecper it is, until you get to BuCXess

Point,—Gravelins Bay.



R

Q. What will the deepest water be down that

way?
A. 200 feet.

Q. Do the shores descend rapidly?

v/ /
V m, LAY
A. In different places %f goes off rapidly,

and in others the shallow water is on the side;
the east shore is rapid and the west shore is

shallow.

Q. As a whole/are the fishes as abundant in

the lake as they used to be?

A. Bass and perch are more abundant than they
used to be; shad are not as abundant as they
used to be; I don't think lunge are quite as

abundant as they used to be.
Q. The fishing is good here still?
A. Yes, sir, very good.

Q. Are there any suggestions you couldmake

, i
with regard to regulation;?4tﬁat do you think
in a general way they regulations should be in

regard to fishing?

A. I think there should be more apprropriation
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to protect them in the fall; that is, they

need protection during the spawning period.

Q. Do you think the close season ought to be-

gin the first of October and end on the 20th of

November?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then you think they might allow seines after

that?

A. Yes, sir; after November 20 for both the
shad and the lunge. I don't think they should
draw for the lunge at all, but you cannot catch

the shad in any other way without a net.

Q. How long would you fish after the 20th of

Hovember?

A, Begin about the 20th of November and fish
till the last of November; it is too cold to

fish after that.

Q. Have you ever made a practice of shipping

fish away to market?
A. No, ‘sir.

Qs All the fish that are taken in this region
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are sold here?
A. Yes, sirz

Q. How about the enforcement of the law in

this section?

A, The Canadian overseer is attending to his

business now better than he used to.
Q. How about the American fish-warden?

A They look after them pretty well here; in

fact the fishing here is very little.

Qs Does the Canadian law fix the bass close

season all right--what is their spawning time?

!

A, I neverﬁooked for the fish on their beds;
I never caught any of them, and I never did any

flying at any time.

Qe In trolling for a lunge what do you use?
A. A spoon and a grapple.

Q. Ho bait?

A, No, sir.

Q. You think that very few are taken either

%
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by trolling or in ordinary hook fishing, and
that all #e=s% you need to observe in that case

is the close season?

A. Yes, sir. The Government makes a law

and then forbids you drawing a seine in the
close season; then it will make out papers and
lease you a ground to fish upon and then prevent

you from fishing.

Q. What is your idea about hatching fish ar-

tificially?

b

A, I believe in hatching fish ifhproperly

managed.



